
 

 

 

        Tandem Bona Causa Triumphat! 
  

The best way to lose your BonaMUN folder 

One of the Student Officers participating in BonaMUN 

2013 lost his on the first day of BonaMUN. It is pretty 

quick, shockingly so, but things like that happen all 

the time. You leave your folder at your chair at the 

opening ceremonies or you put it somewhere and 

forget to pick it up again, both normal ways to lose 

your folder. 

However, the way how this particular Student Officer, 

who we are talking about, lost his folder was quite 

peculiar. The Student Officer went to a restaurant 

with the other Student Officers and everything was 

fine, until he noticed that he had given his BonaMUN 

folder to the waitress instead of the menu. Now the 

Student Officer has a restaurant-menu instead of a 

BonaMUN folder. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BonaMUN-twitter 

This year BonaMUN has a twitter account, so please follow 

@theBonaMUN for updates and don’t forget to use #bonamun 

for tweets about BonaMUN! 

 

  Follow:  @theBonaMUN 

  Use:  #bonamun

 

This Year’s  

The BonaMUN Times 

Staff 

 

 

Head of Press 

Fabian Rozendaal 

 

Deputy Head of Press 

Dante Coelen 

 

Press-team 

Zoë Schuijt 

Vera Rozendaal 

Antonio Kamerling 

Milica Vulevic 

Casper Kerkhove 

Eline Sjardin 

 

Other Contributions  

Joeri van Es 

 

Special Thanks to 

Stijn Koehler 

 

Saturday 28 September  

 

Interview with The Dark 

Knight 

Batman has been 

spotted at the 

conference! In this 

interview he speaks up. 

Page 2 & 3 

 

Comic 

A comic about a tie-

contest, art by Dante 

Coelen, scripted by 

Casper Kerkhove. 

Page 3 

 

The idea of a delegate of 

The Russian Federation 

The delegate has a very 

interesting idea, what do 

other delegates think of 

it? 
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Party information 

Location and kissing-

points 

Page 5 & 6 

 

Essays 

Essays about issues  

discussed in committees 

at BonaMUN 2013. In 

this edition of the 

BonaMUN Times, an 

essay about an issue in 

the GA3, an essay about 

an issue in the HRC and 

an essay about an issue 

in the GA4 

Page 6, 7 & 8 

 

Games and puzzles 

Bored? Flip  to the last 

pages of each The 

BonaMUN Times and 

you will find puzzles 

and more. 
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If you find this folder, please return 

it to its rightful owner 
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NANANANANANANA DEPUTY SECRETARY BATMAN! 

If the issues cannot be solved in the committees, there has to be another solution. After a 

notification from a delegate, the press team went out to investigate. When they got to the little 

tower in the North East part of the campus, they saw something mysterious. A strange phantom in 

the corner of the room was looking at us. 

Right from Gotham City, Batman went to BonaMUN this weekend to get the evil scum out of the 

streets. He, The Dark Knight, walks around conference as a benevolent shadow, solving issues.  

I took this opportunity to interview him. 

 

It is an honor to have you here, Batman. 

What brings you here?  

The Guy With The Bright Red Shoes. Definitely. 

He let me in. 

I mean, what are you doing here? 

Solving crimes, I think, walking across the 

rooftops, laughing at people. 

Have you attend any conferences before? 

I have been to conferences before, but I have 

not attended any because I am Batman. I do 

not debate. People who debate me are always 

wrong. Except for the Guy With The Bright Red Shoes, because he is my boss and I am his slave. 

What are you doing when you have nothing to do? 

Crime never rests, but if it does, I like to brag about how awesome I am. 

So you look into the mirror a lot? 

No, not at all. I scare myself when I am in my batman suit, because my fear of bats got worse as time 

went on. 

The great Batman is scared of something! 

Yes, I am scared of many things. I also do not like clowns, cats, penguins and those scary crows, but 

there is nothing scarier than Robin at his time of the month. 

Do you have a villain you like to catch most? 

I like chasing The Guy With The Bright Red Shoes. He has this special something. I am not sure what it 

is, because he is not that great in committing crimes, but he stole my heart. I have been chasing him 

since I first met him, a long time ago. But The Guy With The Bright Red Shoes is not easy to catch. 

One second, he is right in front of me, holding my hand and stuff, and the other he is miles away. 

When I look into his devilish blue eyes, I can also see a sweet, little angel. I just want to catch him so 

bad, it nearly kills me. 

Can you describe your perfect date? 

April 28, 1995 

I mean, with a girl. 

Oh, that kind of date. Well, I would like to take her out for a picnic at the beach. I would not take her 

to the forest because there is Poison Ivy everywhere. I would end the day with a beautiful walk 

across the sunset. When the sun is down, I would take her to my place and watch a movie in the Bat 

Cave or something. And maybe show her my batman pajamas! 

Seriously? You look like the type of guys that would take a girl to the cinema on the first date. 
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I have not been into a real cinema since I was little. My parents were murdered there. But there is a 

cinema setting in my Bat Cave, though. 

Are you excited about the party? 

Yes, I am very excited! I got my visitors pass and ID ready, so I come in whenever I want. I know the 

route to Leids Partycentrum off by heart. If you have not, look at the map on page 5. 

 

A comic about a tie-contest, art by Dante Coelen, scripted by Casper Kerkhove 
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Getting water out of corpses, for agricultural irrigation? 

Alexander van der Wusten, The Russian Federation from 

the Special Conference, came up with a very interesting 

and strange idea, at least in our opinion. On the issue 

‘’Finding ways for sustainable irrigation in LEDCs in the Year 

of International Water Cooperation’’, he contrived the idea 

of pumping water out of dead bodies, with the aim of 

irrigating the fields in order to save water. After a long 

discussion, the amendment unfortunately did not pass! We 

asked some other delegations about their opinion on this 

strange, but helpful idea.  

 

     

 

 
 

 
 
The Russian Federation, ECOSOC 

As the same delegation as Alexander, I support his idea. I think this idea is positive in all ways. It is 

also very sustainable.  

      

Canada, EC 

(Starts laughing) I cannot take this idea seriously! Well, donors will be needed and it is also probably 

very expensive. Anyway, they are not allowed to use my water!  

 
Qatar, GA4 

Gross. It is disrespectful to the dead people and their family. The creator of this idea is not even 

allowed to come up with this idea, since it is against the ideals of the UN.  

 
Mexico, G20 

I think it is a good idea, but there is a big downside. In case the dead people 

were sick, the disease materials or bacteria will end up on the fields, after 

which also food will contain the bacteria. Therefore, I  think this idea will 

spread diseases faster. It is not a realistic idea.  

 

Turkey, G20 

Turkey is a religious country. We have to respect the dead people. We are 

against. 

 

Republic of Korea, Security Council 

I think the only way this idea could be realized, is if the dead people chose 

to be a donor, but only if the people were completely healthy. It is a kind of 

gross idea, but that does not really matter to me. I wash my food anyway.  

          

 

The one and only Alexander van der Wusten 

Tycho W.S. Mol.  (P.S. your dream 

came true) 
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Party information 

The party location of BonaMUN 2013 is Leids Partycentrum. 

The address of Leids Partycentrum is:  

Leids Partycentrum  

Hooigracht 87  

2312 KP Leiden  
 
 

 

 

I want to let you all know that some roads are blocked because of the preparations for the fair on 

October the 3
rd

. 
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Kissing points at the party 

Secretary General    200 

Deputy Secretary General   175 

President of the General Assembly  150 

Executive Staff     125 

Student Officers    100 

Press      100 

Staff      100 

Delegates     60 

Catering     20 

Admin      10 

MUN-directors     5 

Same gender     Other one’s points X 2 

Other person in relationship   Other one’s points X 3 

Break-up after kiss    Other one’s points X 7 

Being rejected by someone younger than you - 20  

SG + Admin =      - 100 (For both parties) 

Your boyfriend/girlfriend does not count 

 

 

Essays on issues 
 

Nine people were asked to write an essay about an issue in a committee on BonaMUN 2013, each 

one chose a topic from a different committee. They were given no instruction on how to make this 

essay, which meant each essay was going to be different. The essays will all be published in The 

BonaMUN Times this year, but they won’t be published all at once which means that you can read 

new essays in every edition. 

 

Today:  

An essay by Fabian Rozendaal, the Head of press of BonaMUN 2013, on an issue in the GA3, an essay 

by Dante Coelen, Deputy Head of Press of BonaMUN 2013, on an issue in the HRC and an essay by an 

anonymous writer on an issue in the GA4. 

 

 

The protection and expansion of UNESCO cultural heritage is an important matter 

 

Every culture has its own monuments, Jerusalem for example is full of monuments of different 

cultures and religions and these monuments mean a lot to many people. Not to mention, the 

monuments are intriguing to look at. Why would we not protect them, they are part of the history of 

our world and we should not forget that. Some very special sites aren’t even protected at the 

moment, that’s why I think that cultural heritage should be protected and expanded. 

What would London be without its famous “Elizabeth Tower” and what would Rio de Janeiro be 

without its statue “Christ the Redeemer”, the cities would attract much less tourists, that’s one thing 

I can tell you. Less tourists would mean less money coming in and some people live off tourism.  

Many people also see monuments as the pride of their country or city and if these monuments would 

disappear because of bad protection that would be a shame, because cities and countries will lose 

their image in some way. As I already said, what would London be without its monuments, it 

wouldn’t be as special anymore, I think. 
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Also religion is a very important reason we should protect our monuments, because the monuments 

in Jerusalem for example mean a lot for many religions and these religions and thereby also 

monuments are part of the history of this world. We should protect our history because otherwise 

the human race will be seen as meaningless in the way that we don’t have any remains of our history 

anymore. 

So there are good reasons to keep protecting our cultural heritage, people need the money earned 

because of tourism, the heritage is part of the image of a city or country. Also the culture heritage is 

important to a lot of people. Keep protecting it, is what I would say and also add all sites that are 

worth adding. 

 

 

The West’s dishonor 

 

Simply put, honour killing is the murder of an individual for the purpose of restoring ‘honour’. The 

concept of ‘honour’ has disappeared to for the most part, if not completely, in western culture. 

Leaving most westerners stumped on how to approach it. However, believe it or not, traces of 

‘honour’ are still present in the west. 

Think about the last time you thought a girl was dressed ‘inappropriately’ in a setting where racy 

clothing is generally considered acceptable. Perhaps she wore a bit too short skirt at a club. That is 

the west’s brand of dishonour. 

This mentality results in girls getting blamed, for example, for things like molestation. “She’s asking 

for it, with that short skirt” is something you might hear from time to time in slurred voices on the 

streets. Repulsive, yes? Remember, she is wearing the skirt, because she wants to. She should not be 

punished for that. 

Now let’s draw a parallel with a girl in the Middle East: She refuses to cover her face, and is 

subsequently murdered for that. We call that unacceptable as it is a violation of her rights as a 

human being. She should be allowed to keep her face uncovered, and not be punished for asserting 

the freedom to her body. 

Is that not what the United Nations stands for? Allowing people to assert their freedom (as long as 

they do not harm others, of course)? Shaping a safer world for future generations?  

In conclusion, we can write all the resolutions we want to stop honour killing and violence, but let us 

not forget that we can also make a difference here at home. Perhaps next time you find yourself 

thinking that a girl’s skirt is too short, consider that she is dressing for herself, not you. Think big, 

start small. 

 

 

Highlighted issue: The UNCLOS [GA4] 

Introduction 

This BonaMUN conference, the fourth committee of the General Assembly will be debating on the 

issue of the Persian Gulf and the Strait of Hormuz. The Gulf (sometimes called ‘Arabian Gulf,’ often 

simply ‘The Gulf’, just to be sure no one will be offended) is surrounded by many oil-producing 

countries and its importance is both economic and political. An important UN convention to keep in 

mind when discussing territorial claims, the passage of vessels en exploitation of natural resources, is 

the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS.) This convention, ratified by 165 

states, is the primary source for the rights and responsibilities of nations in their use of the world's 

oceans. With some amendments over time, it is now accepted by most UN member states as the 

most important guideline concerning law of the sea, although some countries have (although they 

did ratify) not yet signed (Among the United States of America.) Countries surrounding the Gulf have 
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all signed, although some did not ratify the UNCLOS. This however still makes them an accountable 

party. 

Definitions of the UNCLOS

The UNCLOS defines different zones, which 

can be found in figure 1. First, the Internal 

Waters. This simply is part of the country’s 

territory and no passage of foreign vessel 

without permission is allowed. The internal 

waters end at the low-water baseline, which 

sometimes simply means the coastline itself.  

The territorial waters (up to 12 miles) are still 

part of the country’s legal territory. However, 

innocent passage is allowed for non-military 

vessels. Fishing means using resources, 

therefore, fishing activities do not count as 

innocent passage. 

 

The contiguous zone is a difficult one: there is no standard well-defined rule what is allowed and 

what is not. Roughly speaking, a country can claim some rights, for instance concerning customs and 

taxation. The contiguous zone extends up to 24 miles seawards from the baseline. It is however, to 

be considered international waters. 

The EEZ (Exclusive economic zone) can extend up to 200 miles from the baseline. Just like the 

contiguous zone, the EEZ are part of the international waters. Natural resources however, such as oil 

and gas are – indeed – exclusively to be exploited by the country the EEZ belongs to. Laying cables for 

communication however, are not prohibited for other countries.  

Conclusion 

The UNCLOS solved some issues that arose over fishing rights and the mining of natural resources. 

There still remain some difficult matters however. ‘Innocent passage’ means a vessel passes in an 

‘expeditious and continuous manner.’ No problem there, one would think, since this only applies to 

the territorial waters and military vessels could just pick a different course away from the baseline. 

But what about narrow straits, such as the Strait of Hormuz (21 miles at the narrowest point), where 

the zones of different countries touch and the only solution is to just to draw the line somewhere in 

the middle? A peaceful solution can only be reached through talk, and by harmonizing the state’s 

interest with the demands of international agreements. The latter being one of the purposes of the 

United Nations. 
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Games and puzzles 

 
A sudoku 

 
 

Riddles 

 

You use a knife to slice my head and weep beside me when I am dead. What am I? 

 

I am weightless, but you can see me. Put me in a bucket, and I'll make it lighter. What am I? 

 

Whoever makes it, tells it not. Whoever takes it, knows it not. Whoever knows it, wants it not. What 

is it? 

 

Thirty white horses on a red hill, 

First they champ, 

Then they stamp,  

Then they stand still. 

 

 


